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N
ow that a few days have

passed since last week’s tar-

geted killing of a senior Irani-

an general, it’s becoming clear

that President Trump didn’t

take this enormously provocative step as

part of a carefully calibrated long-term

strategy for dealing with Iran’s hostile ad-

venturism in the Middle East. Instead, it ap-

pears that he behaved as we worried he

would from the start of his presidency — by

following his gut and allowing his reckless,

belligerent, bullying style to be applied to

something that truly matters. 

Unfortunately, this time the stakes are

really high.

Trump’s target, Iranian Gen. Qassem

Suleimani, was an unusual amalgam of mili-

tary strategist and politician — the puppet

master who directed the Iranian proxies

that killed hundreds of U.S. service mem-

bers, yet who also provided key support for

the United States’ campaign against the

Taliban government in Afghanistan. As the

head of Iran’s effort to expand its power

across the Middle East, he was popular

enough in his country to be seen as a future

leader. But those efforts left him with a

blood-drenched legacy in Syria, Lebanon

and Yemen, among other countries.

There were plenty of reasons for U.S. offi-

cials (among others) to want to be rid of a

man whom David Petraeus, the former com-

mander of U.S. forces in Iraq, once de-

scribed as “a truly evil figure.” But

Suleimani wasn’t the leader of a stateless

terrorist group; he was a top government of-

ficial of a sovereign state. As one defense an-

alyst observed, “This is the equivalent of

Iran killing the U.S. chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff or the director of the Central

Intelligence Agency and then taking credit

for it.” The potential consequences are

therefore much bigger than those when U.S.

forces killed Osama bin Laden and Abu

Bakr Baghdadi.

It’s worth bearing in mind that we

reached this point after an intensifying ex-

change of tit-for-tat provocations and re-

sponses, starting with an attack by Iranian

proxies on a U.S. military installation that

killed a U.S. contractor. After Iranian-

backed protesters briefly besieged the U.S.

Embassy in Tehran, Trump’s military advis-

ors gave the president a list of options for

how to respond. According to several news

accounts, Trump surprised the group by

taking the riskiest and most draconian op-

tion on the table, deliberately and danger-

ously escalating the conflict. One of

Trump’s concerns, aides told the New York

Times, was that “no response would look

weak after repeated threats by the United

States.”

In other words, Trump painted himself

into a corner with his own bluster. And

rather than letting his latest actions speak

for themselves, he then pledged an even

harsher response if Iran retaliates for

Suleimani’s death. If it does, he promised,

the U.S will unleash a potentially “dispro-

portionate” response as well as attacks on

culturally important sites — the kind of

thing the United States condemned Islamic

State forces for doing, and which many ex-

perts consider a violation of international

law. So much for the moral beacon the presi-

dent shines as the leader of the free world.

Although war or broad conflict between

the U.S. and Iran may not be inevitable,

Trump’s only plan for avoiding further esca-

lation seems to be browbeating the Iranians

into capitulating. Good luck with that.

Iran’s first response after Suleimani’s death

was to pledge to resume its nuclear program

in full, announcing that it would no longer

abide by any of the limits the 2015 Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action placed on its

enrichment of fissile material. The an-

nouncement signals the apparent end of the

deal, which European nations were strug-

gling to keep intact despite Trump’s with-

drawal in 2018 and the increased sanctions

the U.S. had applied against Iran.

The second response came from the Ira-

nian-aligned leadership in Iraq. The Iraqi

parliament adopted a resolution Sunday

calling on the prime minister to expel re-

maining U.S. troops, who have fought along-

side Iraqis against Islamic State forces.

True to form, Trump responded by threat-

ening to impose crippling sanctions on Iraq,

a U.S. ally. Although there are good argu-

ments for ending the decades-long U.S. de-

ployment in Iraq, violating that country’s

sovereignty — and getting kicked out uncer-

emoniously — is hardly the way to go about

doing it. 

And is there good reason to believe that

Suleimani’s death will curb the bloodshed

he orchestrated? All we’re seeing so far is

the demise of a vital nuclear pact, signifi-

cant damage to the U.S.-Iraqi relationship,

the potential for violent retribution else-

where in the world, a diversion of American

resources from the fight against Islamic

State militants, a unified anti-American re-

sponse, the creation of a new martyr — and

no tangible reason to believe that the ma-

lign activities of Iran’s proxies will stop just

because Suleimani is dead.

The Suleimani blowback

We don’t know where the killing
of the Iranian general will lead, but
the early signs aren’t promising.

T
he Impossible Burger, which

first appeared in grocery stores

in September, is made entirely of

plant-based ingredients. But it

looks, smells, feels and — most

importantly — tastes so much like real ham-

burger beef that it’s hard to tell the differ-

ence between, say, the Impossible Whopper

now available at Burger King and the origi-

nal charred-flesh version that the fast-food

chain has been selling for decades. 

In fact, plant-based burger alternatives

from companies such as Impossible Foods

and Beyond Meat, both based in California,

have evolved so far from the cardboard-tast-

ing alternatives of yore that they have trig-

gered a backlash from the beef industry. The

Center for Consumer Freedom, a nonprofit

that advocates on behalf of the fast-food

and meat industries, among others, has

launched an “informational” campaign tar-

geting plant-based meats. The campaign

has included TV and online ads, as well as

print ads in newspapers, including this one.

The ads seem to imply that not only is a faux

burger an “ultra-processed” patty, but that

it might be junk food that is even junkier

than the average beef burger.

While it’s true that a plant-based meat

alternative is processed — meaning altered

in the preparation process, like just about

everything else at the grocery store — and

it’s true that eating one is not as healthy as

say, a pile of raw vegetables, it’s best to take

the ads with a generous pinch of salt. (Or

sodium, which the ads correctly note is

higher in precooked plant patties than in

the beef kind.) 

For instance, the additives and preserva-

tives in plant-based meat highlighted in one

ad sure sound scary. Who wants something

called titanium dioxide in their meal? But

the truth is that additives such as those

listed in the ads are regularly used in all

sorts of packaged foods.

And if methylcellulose, a food thickener,

sounds unappetizing, it’s really nothing

compared with the E. coli or salmonella poi-

soning you can get from regular meat. The

truth is that beef and other industrial meats

are often packaged with things a lot more

dangerous to human health than food addi-

tives. You want to talk about a public health

threat? The widespread prophylactic use of

human grade antibiotics in cows and other

livestock has contributed greatly to the rise

of lethal antibiotic-resistant organisms. 

Besides, the ad campaign misses the big-

ger point. Choosing an Impossible or Be-

yond burger at one of the growing number of

fast-food and sit-down restaurants that of-

fer them isn’t just about eating healthy

(though they typically have less fat and cho-

lesterol than beef hamburgers). Burgers, be

they made from processed pea protein or

processed slaughtered mammal, will never

be as healthy as organic raw vegetables. 

What’s appealing is the prospect of en-

joying a juicy burger without the bitter after-

taste of guilt. 

Because, let’s face it, there are tremen-

dous environmental costs to eating cows.

Cattle ranching is contributing to climate

change, and not just because methane from

livestock is responsible for about 14.5% of

greenhouse gas emissions. More broadly,

our global food production system emits

more than a third of the world’s greenhouse

gases. Yet we can’t seem to curb our meat

appetite even knowing that huge swaths of

the Amazon forest continue to be cut down

to make room for more cattle to feed the de-

mand for beef. Humans also know full well

that many animals live short, brutal lives in

appalling conditions for the sole purpose of

becoming bacon, chicken thighs, pork loin,

veal cutlets, filet mignon and other foods.

So why do we still do it? Because meat

tastes soooooo good and is such an efficient

source of protein. Plus, did we mention it’s

so tasty? A plant-based meat that satisfies

meat cravings and delivers protein but with

a smaller climate footprint is a potential en-

vironmental game changer and the reason

Impossible Foods was one of the recipients

of the U.N. Global Climate Action Award in

2019. No wonder the meat industry is on

guard.

Beef sellers vs. faux meat 

Some have accused

Trump of impeachment

deflection.

If they had listened to

the president’s statement

after the attack on the U.S.

Embassy in Baghdad that

“this is no Benghazi,” the

critics would have antici-

pated a retaliatory attack

meant to impress upon

Iranian leaders that the

U.S. will not sit back.

Trump is no appeaser,

and he will therefore act

accordingly when U.S.

interests are at stake.

John T. Kirages

Arcadia

::

A roving state sponsor

of terrorism is eliminated

by an American president,

and the political opposi-

tion is loud with objection

about the Middle East

chessboard and the pos-

sible ramifications of this

kinetic action. War game

planners scope these

moves and anticipate the

ramifications, while the

commander in chief hopes

for the best and plans for

the worst.

Paralysis should not be

an option unless Demo-

crats, in their frenetic belief

that the republic will crum-

ble unless the president is

defeated, prefer continued

bloodletting, a few Ameri-

can lives at a time, as if the

scale of loss will not be

unbalanced, as if unrea-

soning domestic fear and

inaction will not further

whet terror appetites in

Tehran.

Paul Bloustein

Cincinnati

A reckless act 
of war by Trump
Re “Trump ordered strike

‘to stop a war,’ ” Jan. 4

There is only one way to

report the assassination of

a general of another sover-

eign nation: as an act of

war. No matter how evil one

thinks this guy is — and

there is good argument

that Iranian Gen. Qassem

Suleimani was pretty bad

— you cannot just render

international justice via

drone because of one man’s

decree.

It is sad that we keep

concentrating on only

Suleimani’s death, because

there were others who were

killed in this strike. The

collateral damage of chil-

dren left fatherless and

women widowed is so

insignificant that we barely

report on it.

It is not a question of if

Iran will retaliate, but of

when and how harshly.

When the U.S. and Israel

cyberattacked —relatively

recently — Iran’s nuclear

program, it didn’t take long

for Iran to retaliate with its

own cyberattack on U.S.

interests.

Iran’s wrath is coming.

Let’s brace ourselves and

not make this type of mis-

take again. Iran needs to be

dealt with like a sovereign

nation, not a delinquent

child.

Hirbod Rashidi

Temecula

::

Trump’s rationalization

that his order to execute

Suleimani was necessary

to protect Americans lives

from imminent peril is

strongly reminiscent of

President George W.

Bush’s insistence that Iraqi

weapons of mass destruc-

tion justified an invasion.

Given this president’s

poor record on honesty and

fair dealing, and in the

absence of any reliable

corroborating evidence

from outside his syco-

phantic administration of

the existence and nature of

an imminent threat, it is

reasonable to look for

alternative explanations

for this action.

One such explanation is

obvious: A renewed con-

flict in the Middle East or

increased terrorist attacks

throughout the world serve

Trump’s reelection ambi-

tions very well. After all,

one doesn’t change horses

in the middle of a stream or

presidents in the middle of

a crisis.

Carolyn Magnuson

Tucson

::

It has been said that

history doesn’t repeat

itself, but it often rhymes.

In early 2020, a boastful

U.S. president, safe in his

tropical resort, needlessly

escalates and pours gaso-

line on an already smolder-

ing Middle East. We are

assured that if war results,

it will be over quickly.

In 1914, a boastful Ger-

man kaiser, safe in his

palace, needlessly ignited

the European powder keg

and assured the German

people that their soldiers

would “be home before the

leaves fall.”

History’s catastrophes

are almost always the

result of hubris. I hope the

result this time is different,

but it’s hard to imagine

that with this president.

Pete Skacan

Manhattan Beach

Pelosi’s hold on
impeachment
Re “A full, fair impeach-

ment trial,” editorial, Jan. 5

Advocating that House

Speaker Nancy Pelosi

(D-San Francisco)

“promptly transmit” the

two articles of impeach-

ment against President

Trump to the Senate be-

cause Majority Leader

Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)

“should agree” to call wit-

nesses is a fool’s errand.

Citing the “concern”

expressed by Sen. Lisa

Murkowski (R-Alaska) and

Sen. Susan Collins (R-

Maine) being “open to

witnesses” is not enough to

trust the current batch of

Republicans, especially

McConnell, to do the right

thing. The leader has al-

ready gone on record say-

ing he won’t be impartial,

so why should we expect

him to defend democracy

without first making a firm

commitment to allow

witnesses?

Blocking Judge Merrick

Garland from receiving any

Supreme Court confirma-

tion hearing was his Rubi-

con, and he is now firmly

committed to abusing his

power in whatever way

suits his interests. Pelosi

should deliver the articles

on her time frame, not his.

If Republicans want to

“end this sham,” let them

step up to allow testimony.

Bruce Ferber

Tarzana

::

The Constitution stipu-

lates that “when the presi-

dent of the United States is

tried, the chief justice shall

preside.” But your editorial

makes no mention of how

Chief Justice John G. Rob-

erts Jr. will conduct the

trial.

Will no one explain to

McConnell that it is not his

Senate, but our Senate,

and that each senator is

entitled to one vote? Rob-

erts will surely want his

role in this proceeding to

be viewed as fair and cor-

rect by historians and not

simply compliant to Mc-

Connell.

Even if the Senate does

not vote to remove Trump

from office, we are entitled

to know that all the rele-

vant evidence and wit-

nesses were presented for

our evaluation. Then we, as

informed voters, will an-

nounce our verdict at the

ballot box in November,

not only for Trump, but

also the senators up for

reelection, most notably

McConnell.

Hugh Smart

Santa Barbara

Boeing billions
keep coming
Re “No blame for Boeing’s

board?” column, Jan. 5

Michael Hiltzik cor-

rectly posits that Boeing

Co. board members should

be held responsible for

their actions that resulted

in the deaths of 346 passen-

gers in two Boeing 737 Max

airliner crashes.

However, Boeing has no

incentive to change its

practice of protecting its

board members and share-

holders as long as the

Department of Defense

continues to award it bil-

lions in contracts annually.

Boeing will change its

faulty decision-making

process when our govern-

ment agencies stop re-

warding the company.

Sharon Sasse

Valley Village

::

The biggest problem in

corporate governance is

the process by which cor-

porate directors obtain

their positions and the lack

of real accountability.

Shareholders have little

say as to who serves as

directors. It is a country

club where each member

scratches each other’s

back.

Long ago, the Commit-

tee of Concerned Share-

holders petitioned the U.S.

Securities and Exchange

Commission to allow

shareholders proxy access

in order to nominate direc-

tors and effectively solicit

votes. Corporations fought

the novel idea of true cor-

porate democracy.

Until directors fear that

their poor performance

can have personal conse-

quences, including removal

by shareholders and mone-

tary claw-backs, nothing

will improve for corpora-

tions and their customers.

Les Greenberg

Culver City

The writer, a securities

attorney, is chairman of the

Committee of Concerned

Shareholders.

Iran’s weakness
Re “ ‘A more dangerous world’: Global concerns pour in,”

Jan. 4

Following Iranian Gen. Qassem Suleimani’s killing by

a U.S. drone strike in Baghdad, some believe that

Americans are once again trapped in another escalating

conflict in the Mideast. A more realistic view shows such

a spiral to be improbable.

Over the past two decades, Iran built a powerful

network of proxies in the Middle East. This created the

image in American minds of an all-powerful Iran. The

reality of Iranian power is less impressive. Suleimani

masterminded a handful of small conventional attacks

from Syria on Israel from 2017 to 2019. In response, Israel

has struck Iranian targets more than 1,000 times.

The Iranians will likely limit any retaliation for

Suleimani’s death to targets that will not draw a

conventional response, and President Trump has

established a clear standard: He repeatedly did not

retaliate after attacks on American allies’ oil facilities or

tankers. These allies should worry, but Americans can

sleep soundly.

Max Plithides

Los Angeles

Abedin Taherkenareh EPA/Shutterstock

IRANIANS take to the streets of Tehran to mourn
the death of Gen. Qassem Suleimani on Friday. 
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